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From November 16th, 1984 NBC NEWS Coverage of STS-51-A, The 14th Space Shuttle Landing. Landed at 
7:00 A.M E.T. 


STS-51-A CREW: 

Commander: Frederick H. Hauck 

Pilot: David M. Walker 

Mission Specialist 1: Joseph P. Allen, IV 
Mission Specialist 2: Anna Lee Fisher 
Mission Specialist 3: Dale A. Gardner 
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york bryant gumbel nbc news the space shuttle discovery is on its way home due to touchdown momentarily 
at the kennedy space center in florida range now 14.4 not very far from where the mission began just eight 
days ago for the first time in 14 shuttle missions this shuttle crew is bringing home something it did not take 
with it two communication satellites that it salvaged from faulty orbits standing nearby to the runway at 
kennedy space center is nbc correspondent dan molino along with astronaut vance brand gentlemen what 
can you tell us about the weather conditions good morning bryant as of just a little while ago the weather was 
11.5 nautical miles to touchdown [Applause] we understand we have lost audio from dan molina advanced 
brand down at the kennedy space center as noted this uh shuttle discovery is carrying the two satellites from 
history's first salvage operation the palapa b2 and the west star six both retrieved in daring space walks by 
joe allen dale gardner this past week the satellites will be removed from the shuttle on saturday taken to a 
hangar for servicing before being flown to hughes aircraft from whence they came in el segundo for 
refurbishment and then ultimately for reselling [Applause] now about seven nautical miles to touchdown the 
voice you're hearing cutting in there in and out uh informing us that seven miles from nautical touchdown you 
can see is brian welch he is the voice of of nasa control velocity 600 feet per second now at 11 000 feet six 
nautical miles to go this descent began about one hour ago houston on glide slope on center line when 
commander fred houck and pilot david walker started to bring an end to the 3.3 million mile journey by firing 
the breaking rockets to begin descent from 220 miles up airspeed 299. [Applause] 5700 feet 3.6 nautical 
miles 
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now down to 4 700 feet 3.1 nautical miles to go now 1100 feet 1.4 nautical miles wheels are down [Applause] 
and locked discovery is down nasa is now in the salvage business 
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